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The Science of Climate Change
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What does BAU look like?

• Approximately double the drop in
the below graph

• By 2020, back at 2005 levels

Image: EIA
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Solutions

• Broadly:

– clean energy

– transmission 
investment

– green jobs

– International 
funding

– “magic” coal
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Solutions

• Specifically:

– 25-40% below 1990 levels by 2020

– A declining carbon cap via tradeable
permits or a carbon fee.

– A massive overhaul of everything we 
understand energy to be in this country.

– International adaptation and 
deforestation funding
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Timeline

• Generally: NOW

• Behind Healthcare, possibly behind 
other legislation.

• If it happens in this Congress, it could 
move any time between early Nov. and 
April

• RES is already out – it’s awful – S. 1462
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Timeline Sticking Points

• December: Copenhagen 
(www.cop15.dk)

• April: 2010 elections

• Winter recess

Science + Solutions + Timeline + The Bill + Equity + Advocacy

http://www.cop15.dk/


What is realistic?

• 14-20% below 2005 levels by 2020

• Lots of money for coal and utilities

• Some renewables development

• Heavy reliance on offsets

• International provisions for trade and 

AKA: What’s in the current bill?
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The Battle For 60

• Senate process and cloture votes

• Germaine amendments
– Deals may prevent 

these

• The role of the POTUS

• What happens in
Conference?

• What is holding up 60
votes?
– Nuclear and coal
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HR. 2454 & S. 1733

• Mostly the same, with minor tweaks

• Targets, CAA Authority, 

• http://www.1sky.org/S1733

• http://www.1sky.org/S1733_HR2454

• http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c111:H.R.2454:

• http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c111:S.1733: 
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Climate Equity

• Probably why many of you are here

• International aid

• Financing

• Jobs in a clean energy economy
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Advocacy in Policy

• Big points to touch on:
– Climate Security

– Clean Energy

• It’s easy and we’re on our way already:
– Efficiency

• Market mechanisms are already a 
compromise
– Successfully used in 1990 Acid Rain 

Amends.
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Future Involvement

• Become a Climate Precinct Captain

– http://local.1sky.org

• 1Sky Policy Update

– http://groups.google.com/group/1sky_policy

• This Presentation:

– http://nicksantos.net/policy/powershift

– nick@1sky.org
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